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According to U.S. trade statistics, U.S. planting seed exports increased from $245 million to $263 million or 7.3 percent in the July- Oct period in MY 03/04 compared to the same period last year. All seed categories increased in value of exports except field crop seeds.  Mexico is by far the United States largest export market with exports increasing $6.1 million so far this marketing year.  The U.S. has consistently increased its exports of planting seeds to the Mexican market over time. U.S. exports were worth $212 million to Mexico in 02/03, accounting for approximately 26 percent of total exports.  So far this MY, Mexico has increased its imports of vegetable seeds, particularly tomato, pepper and onion seeds compared to last year.   An increase in grain sorghum seed imports was not enough to offset the declines in soybean and corn seed.  The Mexican market should continue to be favorable for U.S. exports for several reasons:  The Mexican Seed Law has lowered restrictions on seed trade while the Seed Variety Law has given breeders more protection.  Maintaining and even increasing sales to Mexico will require staying ahead of the competition in terms of developing and introducing new varieties to help solve agronomic problems in Mexico.  The table below shows the seed export values to the top ten export markets and the percentage change between the first 4 months of this MY compared to last year.  

	
	July-Oct 02/03                          (000$)
	July-Oct 03/04      (000$)
	Percentage change

	Mexico
	$90,470
	$96,545
	6.7%

	Canada
	$22,467
	$20,558
	-8.5%

	France
	$15,435
	$11,466
	-25.7%

	Japan
	$12,016
	$12,990
	8.1%

	Netherlands
	$9,692
	$8,806
	-9.1%

	Spain
	$5,281
	$6,042
	14.4%

	Italy
	$3,725
	$7,060
	89.5%

	China
	$3,205
	$4,855
	51.5%

	Saudi Arabia
	$6,744
	$13,155
	95.1%

	Korea
	$5,429
	$5,802
	6.9%

	ROW
	$70,954
	$76,042
	7.2%

	                  Total
	$245,418
	$263,321
	7.3%


COTS: Teresa McKeivier 720-9510, Anne Player 720-7037






















U.S. Planting Seed Exports increase 7.3 percent in the July-Oct period in MY 03/04 compared to the same period last MY, with Mexico leading the way.
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Sheet1

		

		PLANTING SEEDS		MEXICO				123,733		129,815		169,682		244,635		211,707		|		90,470		96,545		6.71

				CANADA				112,052		129,869		141,811		125,090		118,499		|		22,467		20,558		-8.5

				FRANCE(*)				37,780		22,805		29,590		36,619		58,102		|		15,435		11,466		-25.71

				JAPAN				57,862		59,046		56,763		59,216		49,837		|		12,016		12,990		8.11

				NETHERLANDS				60,028		48,727		34,961		32,291		38,517		|		9,692		8,806		-9.14

				SPAIN				22,908		24,180		16,019		24,003		29,504		|		5,281		6,042		14.41

				ITALY(*)				70,536		51,291		34,123		40,525		27,667		|		3,725		7,060		89.53

				CHINA, PEOPLES REPUB				11,461		20,824		20,794		16,067		22,700		|		3,205		4,855		51.48

				SAUDI ARABIA				12,573		17,994		13,434		13,798		17,693		|		6,744		13,155		95.06

				KOREA, REPUBLIC OF				11,720		7,208		14,276		15,411		15,163		|		5,429		5,802		6.87

				REST OF WORLD				268,725		255,529		218,573		209,910		223,610		|		70,954		76,042		7.17

		total						789,378		767,288		750,026		817,565		812,999				245,418		263,321		7.3

		GRASS SEEDS		MEXICO				8,986		10,835		7,014		30,225		37,579		|		17,926		13,700		-23.57

				CANADA				14,774		16,405		12,790		12,115		16,426		|		3,187		4,079		27.99

				CHINA, PEOPLES REPUB				5,181		7,170		7,694		9,485		10,402		|		1,306		2,085		59.65

				JAPAN				12,459		11,740		11,694		10,325		9,499		|		1,990		2,033		2.16

				NETHERLANDS				4,158		3,071		4,803		6,202		7,819		|		2,438		1,589		-34.82

				KOREA, REPUBLIC OF				2,590		3,449		4,049		4,569		5,930		|		3,254		2,770		-14.87

				ITALY(*)				2,019		2,379		2,217		2,501		4,614		|		1,094		1,458		33.27

				AUSTRALIA(*)				3,519		2,771		2,443		2,650		4,355		|		833		1,042		25.09

				SAUDI ARABIA				739		2,655		1,764		2,628		3,512		|		277		4,133		1392.06

				ARGENTINA				2,563		1,360		1,022		336		2,446		|		54		609		1027.78

				REST OF WORLD				17,611		12,373		14,913		15,291		18,707		|		4,545		4,897		7.74

		LEGUMINOUS VEG SEEDS		CANADA				12,371		19,850		12,238		14,552		12,865		|		578		290		-49.83

				FRANCE(*)				2,795		3,579		2,763		2,876		5,956		|		552		95		-82.79

				ITALY(*)				4,124		3,257		1,189		570		5,558		|		775		911		17.55

				MEXICO				5,206		5,927		3,039		2,687		4,183		|		2,600		2,352		-9.54

				SPAIN				3,547		4,638		1,055		4,409		2,542		|		714		1,438		101.4

				UNITED KINGDOM				2,672		1,192		1,304		1,071		1,498		|		102		4		-96.08

				AUSTRALIA(*)				1,755		1,714		486		1,094		1,490		|		425		327		-23.06

				PERU				1,279		2,461		940		897		1,161		|		244		25		-89.75

				NETHERLANDS				3,495		3,058		603		355		1,066		|		212		281		32.55

				GERMANY(*)				1,040		1,113		1,835		1,273		798		|		103		178		72.82

				REST OF WORLD				11,546		15,750		10,652		9,831		9,448		|		2,362		3,388		43.44

		OTH VEGETABLE SEEDS		MEXICO				68,005		59,920		63,261		74,457		71,249		|		32,262		43,642		35.27

				CANADA				24,305		28,012		28,670		26,598		26,621		|		3,857		4,000		3.71

				JAPAN				18,083		18,178		17,996		20,455		19,669		|		6,859		6,889		0.44

				NETHERLANDS				23,802		15,906		21,430		17,689		18,243		|		4,182		4,868		16.4

				SPAIN				6,530		8,587		5,676		8,761		8,997		|		3,606		1,806		-49.92

				ITALY(*)				5,439		6,532		9,977		13,331		8,209		|		1,227		1,987		61.94

				FRANCE(*)				10,905		5,443		9,127		6,688		7,827		|		720		1,781		147.36

				BRAZIL				5,955		4,640		3,799		6,156		6,136		|		3,545		694		-80.42

				EGYPT				4,633		3,434		4,514		4,378		5,500		|		2,849		3,034		6.49

				GUATEMALA				3,602		2,507		3,178		3,400		4,563		|		2,433		2,731		12.25

				REST OF WORLD				94,471		70,727		75,366		69,014		71,132		|		23,405		27,615		17.99

		FIELD CROP SEEDS		MEXICO				27,343		39,168		84,355		124,514		83,806		|		31,547		26,808		-15.02

				CANADA				34,532		39,859		61,762		49,378		38,933		|		9,451		6,206		-34.33

				FRANCE(*)				20,169		10,027		14,800		23,051		38,279		|		11,647		8,086		-30.57

				SPAIN				9,862		7,994		6,588		8,966		11,681		|		31		0		--

				GREECE				13,928		16,182		13,924		9,460		9,892		|		43		129		200

				JAPAN				15,235		17,210		9,753		10,231		7,055		|		944		332		-64.83

				KOREA, REPUBLIC OF				4,196		1,500		6,146		6,513		6,666		|		978		725		-25.87

				PAKISTAN				1,310		3,184		5,763		1,935		6,654		|		161		3,070		1806.83

				SOUTH AFRICA, REPUBL				2,385		2,656		8,466		6,091		5,389		|		4,756		3,306		-30.49

				AUSTRIA				2,922		3,447		4,731		4,484		4,416		|		214		348		62.62

				REST OF WORLD				127,074		128,273		60,476		69,976		53,328		|		18,799		16,680		-11.27

		OTHER SEEDS		CANADA				15,701		17,240		17,009		17,136		17,850		|		4,595		4,932		7.33

				NETHERLANDS				8,263		6,119		5,910		6,167		7,938		|		1,848		1,632		-11.69

				UNITED KINGDOM				6,278		7,578		6,006		6,564		6,962		|		2,765		1,317		-52.37

				JAPAN				2,532		2,306		4,989		10,000		5,584		|		843		2,325		175.8

				MEXICO				1,642		2,679		2,574		3,139		5,417		|		1,734		4,506		159.86

				GERMANY(*)				2,632		2,673		3,010		2,875		3,227		|		1,766		1,703		-3.57

				FRANCE(*)				2,320		2,431		1,799		2,673		3,058		|		1,499		853		-43.1

				SPAIN				863		1,631		689		608		2,338		|		409		1,145		179.95

				COLOMBIA				266		1,485		630		1,427		1,319		|		504		435		-13.69

				CHINA, PEOPLES REPUB				233		1,639		1,330		1,398		1,242		|		136		456		235.29

				REST OF WORLD				15,676		18,117		15,715		15,036		15,060		|		4,157		5,356		28.84

		OTHER FORAGE SEEDS		SAUDI ARABIA				7,159		11,314		6,640		4,400		10,119		|		4,669		7,441		59.37

				MEXICO				12,551		11,287		9,439		9,613		9,473		|		4,401		5,538		25.84

				CHINA, PEOPLES REPUB				4,388		4,731		7,277		2,528		8,072		|		882		1,210		37.19

				JAPAN				8,297		7,647		11,430		7,116		7,512		|		1,331		1,297		-2.55

				ITALY(*)				1,060		1,122		2,874		2,383		6,039		|		377		2,484		558.89

				CANADA				10,369		8,502		9,342		5,311		5,804		|		799		1,051		31.54

				SPAIN				666		375		670		137		2,199		|		62		600		867.74

				NETHERLANDS				821		470		731		496		2,029		|		757		386		-49.01

				TAIWAN				293		498		489		1,471		1,257		|		246		210		-14.63

				ARGENTINA				24,398		12,066		8,171		6,822		1,038		|		40		1,464		3560

				REST OF WORLD				13,856		15,247		7,036		8,799		7,362		|		2,507		4,558		81.81

																		|

		TOTAL						789,378		767,288		750,027		817,567		812,999		|		245,416		263,320		7.3

		Data Source: Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics

		(*) denotes a country that is a summarization of its component countries.
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				July-Oct 02/03		July-Oct 03/04

		Mexico		90470		96545

		Canada		22467		20558

		France		15435		11466

		Japan		12016		12990

		Netherlands		9692		8806

		Spain		5281		6042

		Italy		3725		7060

		China		3205		4855

		Saudi Arabia		6744		13155

		Korea		5429		5802

		ROW		70954		76042

				245418		263321
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Chart2

		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW		ROW



Grass seeds MY 02/03 17.9 3.2 - 2 2.4 - 1.1 1.3 0.3 3.3

Grass seeds MY 03/04 13.7 4 - 2 1.6 - 1.5 2.1 4.1 2.8

Leg. Veg. Seeds MY 02/03 2.6 0.6 0.6 - 0.2 0.7 0.8 - - -

Leg. Veg. Seeds MY 03/04 2.4 0.3 0.1 - 0.3 1.4 0.9 - - -

Other Veg. Seeds

Other Veg. Seeds MY 02/03 32.3 3.9 0.7 6.9 4.2 3.6 1.2 - - -

Other Veg. Seeds MY 03/04 43.6 4 1.8 6.9 4.9 1.8 2 - - -

Field Crop Seeds MY 02/03 31.5 9.5 11.6 0.9 - - - - - 1

Field Crop Seeds MY 03/04 26.8 6.2 8.1 0.3 - - - - - 0.7

Other seeds MY 02/03 4.6 4.6 1.5 0.8 1.9 0.4 - 0.1 - -

Other seeds MY 03/04 4.9 4.9 0.9 2.3 1.6 1.1 - 0.5 - -

Other Forage seeds MY 02/03  4.4 0.8 - 1.3 0.8 - 0.4 0.9 4.7 -

Other Forage seeds MY 03/04 5.5 1.1 - 1.3 0.4 0.6 2.5 1.2 7.4 -
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Sheet3

		July-Oct Com- parisons		Grass seeds				Leg. Veg. Seeds				Other Veg. Seeds						Field Crop Seeds				Other seeds				Other Forage seeds

				MY 02/03		MY 03/04		MY 02/03		MY 03/04				MY 02/03		MY 03/04		MY 02/03		MY 03/04		MY 02/03		MY 03/04		MY 02/03		MY 03/04

		Mexico		17.9		13.7		2.6		2.4				32.3		43.6		31.5		26.8		4.6		4.9		4.4		5.5

		Canada		3.2		4		0.6		0.3				3.9		4		9.5		6.2		4.6		4.9		0.8		1.1

		France		-		-		0.6		0.1				0.7		1.8		11.6		8.1		1.5		0.9		-		-

		Japan		2		2		-		-				6.9		6.9		0.9		0.3		0.8		2.3		1.3		1.3

		Netherlands		2.4		1.6		0.2		0.3				4.2		4.9		-		-		1.9		1.6		0.8		0.4

		Spain		-		-		0.7		1.4				3.6		1.8		-		-		0.4		1.1		-		0.6

		Italy		1.1		1.5		0.8		0.9				1.2		2		-		-		-		-		0.4		2.5

		China		1.3		2.1		-		-				-		-		-		-		0.1		0.5		0.9		1.2

		Saudi Arabia		0.3		4.1		-		-				-		-		-		-		-		-		4.7		7.4

		Korea		3.3		2.8		-		-				-		-		1		0.7		-		-		-		-

		ROW		4.5		4.9		2.4		3.4				23.4		27.8		18.8		16.7		4.2		5.4		2.5		4.6

		Total		36		36.7		7.9		8.8				76.2		92.8		73.3		58.8		18.1		21.6		15.8		24.6
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Sheet4

				Grass seed		legum. Seed		Other seeds		Other forage		Other veg		Field Crop

		1998		85002		50578		58602		84777		230581		326743

		1999		74600		49829		56405		83859		265729		258957

		2000		74206		62539		63898		73259		223886		269501

		2001		70404		36105		59661		64099		242996		276762

		2002		96326		39615		67023		49076		250927		314599

		2003		121290		46565		69996		60904		248145		266100

				Grass seed		legum. Seed		Other seeds		Other forage		Other veg		Field Crop

		July-Oct 02		36		7.9		18.1		15.8		76.2		73.3

		July-Oct 03		36.7		8.8		21.6		24.6		92.8		58.8
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