A Fickle Region





When north Africa experiences significant rainfall at the start of a season, increased area can be expected as farmers are enticed to put more land under cereals. Conversly, when the October through January planting window remains dry, sown area planted to wheat and barley drops significantly. Regardless of planting moisture, the appearance of occasional showers throughout the growing period is also critical in sustaining growth as high pressure typically dominates the late winter/spring weather, drying out the region by forcing fronts to the north and  away from the continent. 





Large fluctuations in planted area are a function of the region's strong dependence upon rainfall; Only ten percent of cereal crops in northwest Africa are irrigated, so area, yield and production are heavily reliant upon the track of  fickle weather systems. Storm fronts frequently trend too far northward to bring the needed relief, often bypassing southern Morocco completely while only clipping northern Morocco and eastern Algeria/northern Tunisia. In addition, dry, hot winds from the Sahara can travel over the Atlas Mountains and onto farmlands, compounding moisture loss. This year and last year has seen high pressure gripping the region during late winter/early spring, forcing low pressure systems and their associated moisture away from north Africa's agricultural areas. The countries of North Africa can produce significant crop totals in a good year, but their dependence on rain makes for highly variable yields.


